
Ph.D. Graduate Research Assistantship 

Forest Health and Conservation Program (Dr. Robert Jetton) 

Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources 

North Carolina State University 
 

In Cooperation With 
 

USDA Forest Service, Southern Research Station  

Insects, Diseases, and Invasive Plants Research Unit (Dr. Bud Mayfield) 

 

Assistantship Description: A Ph.D. research assistantship is available with the Forest Health and 

Conservation Program in the Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources at N.C. State 

University beginning in the summer or fall of 2021. The incoming student will pursue doctoral research to 

explore the silvicultural restoration of eastern and Carolina hemlock (Tsuga canadensis and Tsuga 

caroliniana), ecologically important conifer species in the Southern Appalachian Mountains whose 

populations have been decimated by the invasive insect hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae). 

Research activities will focus on the effects of canopy condition, competition control, and their 

integration with chemical and biological pest management on the establishment and early growth of 

hemlock seedlings planted for restoration. Opportunities for involvement with other research projects 

examining silvicultural treatments to release natural hemlock regeneration will also be available. This 

assistantship will include overnight travel, strenuous field work in the mountains of western North 

Carolina, mentoring of undergraduate research assistants, and interaction with a multidisciplinary team of 

scientists from N.C. State, the Camcore Cooperative, and the USDA Forest Service Southern Research 

Station.   

 

Qualifications: Candidates with an M.S. in related fields of forestry, forest ecology, forest health, and 

forest entomology are encouraged to apply. Students with at least one peer-reviewed publication are 

preferred.  

 

Stipend and Benefits: The Ph.D. research assistant will receive an annual stipend, full waiver of tuition 

and fees, and health insurance. Funding is available for three years.   

 

Application: Please contact Dr. Jetton through email (rmjetton@ncsu.edu) before applying and attach a 

letter of interest, unofficial transcript(s), and a complete CV.  

 

NC State University is a public land-grant university located in Raleigh, NC, one of the fastest-growing 

cities in the nation. The N.C. State campus is walking distance from a bustling downtown and within 

short driving distance of acres of parks and natural areas for outdoor recreation. N.C. State is proud to be 

a top five best value among U.S. public universities according to U.S. News & World Report.  

 

Contact: 

Dr. Robert Jetton 

Associate Professor of Forest Health and Conservation 

Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources 

North Carolina State University 

Email: rmjetton@ncsu.edu 

mailto:rmjetton@ncsu.edu

