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MPC 2021-2023 term elections 
Forest Stewards Guild professional and retired professional members in good standing have the opportunity to 
elect three representatives to the Guild's Membership and Policy Council. The MPC:  

1) supervises the development of Guild policy and position statements and the modification of our mission and
principles,

2) addresses issues related to membership and member services, and

3) selects the members of the Membership and Nominating Committee in conjunction with the Board.

Voting for this year’s election runs through Sunday, December 6, 2020. Professional and retired professional 
members have been emailed ballot instructions.  

Contact Colleen Robinson at colleen@forestguild.org or call 608-395-4724 if you haven't received your ballot 
email or have questions regarding the election. We thank the following candidates for their willingness to serve. 
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Mark Jacobs, McGregor, MN 
Biography 
Retired Land Commissioner for the Aitkin County, where I was responsible 
for the management of 222,000 acres of County administered forestland in 
north-central MN. 

• AAS degree in Natural Resource Management Vermillion College - 
Ely, MN (1979) 

• Field forester - Aitkin County Land Department - 1980-89 
• Assistant Land Commissioner (field supervisor) - 1989-2005 
• Land Commissioner - 2005 to 2018  

 
I worked up through the ranks from on-the-ground forester to prescription 
writing/planning to administration/policy. While I don’t actively seek the 
spotlight, I have a history of “quiet leadership” by taking on tough issues in 
our region; such as 3rd party forest certification (Aitkin County managed forestland has been FSC certified 
since 1997), promoting local, value-added, forest products, pro-actively managing motorized recreation, leading 
a forestry carbon project, and research and promotion of bat friendly forestry (earning me 2 state-wide awards).  
 
I’ve been a FSG member for well over a decade; and I support and promote the values. I have worked to increase 
the Guild’s presence in the Lake States region, hosting a regional meeting, a field tour at the recent national 
meeting, attending and presenting at regional meetings in WI and MI. Aitkin County is home to the first Forest 
Stewards Guild “model forest” in the Lake States region. I’ve been involved in forest-based issues on 
local/regional/national scales, including the FSC-US Lake States Working Group. In 2015, I received a 
leadership award from FSC-US. I’m married with 4 grown daughters and 5 grandsons (ages 12 to 3). 
 
Candidate Statement 
The past 3-years on the Forest Stewards Guild Membership/Policy Council (MPC) have been a great learning 
experience. I’ve found out more about the great work Guild members are doing across the nation. I also 
discovered that as a small, yet nation-wide organization, it’s difficult to be an influential “voice” on important 
issues facing our nation’s forests.  
 
A quarter-century ago, the “Guild” started out as a grass-roots initiative by a handful of like-minded foresters. I 
believe that now is the time for developing a 21st century FSG “grass-roots” initiative, to address emerging 
forest-based issues in “real time”. The science-based knowledge and examples of on-the-ground practices of 
FSG members are the tools to promote our “forest first” approach to uninformed legislators and a public that 
tends to be skeptical of forest management. The FSG staff has grown to include a strong group of regional 
coordinators across the US. In my view, this regional presence can improve our ability to engage membership to 
be the voice of reason regarding forest issues, in a world that is increasingly influenced by the ideologies of 
special interests and their associated lobbyists.  
 
The strength of the Forest Stewards Guild is our membership and the exceptional work they do in the forest. I 
feel that utilizing our “strength” to inform and raise awareness can lead to increased membership, a stronger 
FSG, and hopefully raise the bar for the next generation of forest managers.  

Yellow Birch 
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Brian Lockhart, Gentry, AR 

Biography 
Brian Roy Lockhart has nearly 30 years’ experience in forestry. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Forestry from the University of Arkansas – 
Monticello, a Masters of Forest Science from the Yale School of the 
Environment (formerly School of Forestry and Environmental Studies) 
and a Ph.D. from Mississippi State University.  

After graduate school Brian returned to the University of Arkansas – 
Monticello as a faculty member specializing in hardwood silviculture and 
management. He then accepted a position on the faculty at the School of 
Renewable Natural Resources at Louisiana State University where he 
focused his teaching, research, and outreach on the ecology, silviculture, 
and management of bottomland hardwood forests. He then accepted a 
position as a research forester with the USDA Forest Service’s Center for 
Bottomland Hardwood Research in Stoneville, Mississippi. His research 
program focused on the ecophysiology of an endangered shrub. Other 
projects included using natural stand development patterns to develop mixed-species planting prescriptions as a 
part of bottomland hardwood restoration in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.  

Brian recently retired to the family farm in northwest Arkansas where he founded Hardwood Silviculture, LLC. 
Current projects include an analysis of 40 years of continuous forestry inventory data for a forest products 
company. Also, he will soon engage with another Guild member to update a wildlife forestry manual for 
southern bottomland hardwood forests.  

Candidate Statement 
Simply put – I love trees!  In my youth, I would explore the forests on and around our family farm in northwest 
Arkansas. I would make observations of what I would later term NEFs (neat ecological features). This led me to 
learn more about forestry and eventually become a forestry faculty member at several universities. In this 
capacity I developed a Triple A service commitment: help anyone, anytime, anywhere.  
 
I have recently retired and now plan to become more active in forestry organizations. Because of my love of 
trees and helping people, along with availability/time to serve the profession, I seek to be a member of the Forest 
Stewards Guild’s Membership and Policy Council. I joined the Guild in the late 1990s because of its emphasis on 
ecological forestry, which was very appealing to me. The phrase “putting the forest first” distinguishes the Guild 
from other professional forestry organizations - a uniqueness that inspires my desire to be more involved.  
 
I served on the Membership Committee about 12 years ago when it was separate from the Policy Council and 
enjoyed reading potential member’s statements about forestry and how the Guild’s mission and principles 
represented how they felt about the profession. If elected to the Membership and Policy Council I will be able to 
better serve the Guild and the forestry profession and also further efforts to expand concepts of ecological 
forestry to forest resource managers and society, especially in the southern United States.     

Cherrybark oak (Quercus pagoda) 



4 
 

Steven Olson, Cloquet, MN  

Biography 
Steve Olson has 44 years of experience working in the forestry field. In 1977 
he graduated from the University of Minnesota with a BS degree in forest 
resources and received a master’s degree in silviculture in 1980. His early 
years were working at the USFS North Central Forest Experiment Station 
(now the Northern Research Station). There he participated in a fuels 
inventory in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, the Aspen, Birch, Conifer 
research project, and white spruce regeneration. The bulk of his career was 
as the forest manager for the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. 
While forest manager, the first comprehensive inventory was completed, 
which was later revised into an Integrated Resource Management Plan.   

His continuing education includes a certificate in Ecological Silviculture, 
ESRI GIS basic and advanced for Arc 10.x, Engine Boss, Strike Team 
Leader, Resource Unit Leader and Type 2 Burn Boss, and maintaining 
certification as a forest stewardship plan writer with the MN DNR.  

Steve Olson retired after 37 years as Fond du Lac Forest Manager in 2018. He continues consulting work with 
private landowners. 

Candidate Statement 
I’ve been a Guild member since 2016. I learned a lot working as Forest Manager for Fond du Lac. Most 
importantly, people are part of the earth, not masters of the land. Indigenous peoples being part of the earth, 
learned the ecology of their surroundings over generations. They learned how to manipulate the forest to 
provide a sustainable life. Fire was used to manage blueberries and create young forest for game opportunities. 
They were the original ecological managers. I can help bring the tribal prospective to the Guild on the MPC. 

In addition to the tribal perspective, fire was an important part of my position with Fond du Lac. Fond du Lac 
Forestry has a primary fire suppression, but that’s not the where the fire function ends. Fuel reduction was a 
large part of the program, making the tribal communities fire resistant. My favorite aspect of fire is prescribed 
burning. Utilizing fire to meet management objectives is especially gratifying when reducing fuels, meeting 
silvicultural or wildlife objectives, and burning to enhance cultural resources like blueberries.  

I retired from Fond du Lac 2 years ago. I have remained involved with forestry primarily through consulting 
with private landowners to whom I pass on ecological forestry principles.    

My experience not only brings the tribal prospective in forest management but also folds in fire use and 
protection and finally private forest management to the Guild’s MPC.  

Finally, I use wood. I have a wood collecting habit. I utilize the collected wood in my woodworking hobby. 
Wood not suitable for woodworking projects heats my home and woodshop. I’ll pull logs out of the firewood 
pile to saw into lumber. The woodshop helps me keep my sanity during the long cold Minnesota winters.     

Climbing trees bring my granddaughters joy 
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Marianne Patinelli-Dubay, Newcomb, NY 

Biography 
I lead the Environmental Philosophy Program at the Huntington 
Wildlife Forest, a 15,000-acre research and demonstration forest at 
the State University of New York College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry (ESF). My work focuses primarily on the design and 
delivery of educational programs in philosophy and ethics applied 
directly to forestry and natural resource management professions. 

Principally, this includes FOR 421: Practical Ethics for Resource 
Managers, an integral part of ESF’s core curriculum dedicated to 
ethical land stewardship. Initiatives in the Environmental Philosophy 
program bridge the humanities with field knowledge to understand 
the relationship between scientific research, and its impact on human 
and non-human communities.    

I also gladly serve as Chair Elect of the Society of American Foresters 
Adirondack Chapter and Chair of the national History and 
Philosophy Working Group, I am a professional member of the Forest Stewards Guild, and each month I write a 
column for The Northern Logger magazine called The Forest Ethicist. Every aspect of my work-life is in service 
to an optimistic future for woodlands and the communities that they sustain. 

Candidate Statement 
I came to forestry as a philosopher with no knowledge of the field that I would be traveling into. I have found 
my way through the ethical, ecological, economic and cultural territory of Resource Management by listening 
for what the perennial questions of philosophy sound like in the language of forestry: What should I do? How 
should I live? Why am I here?    
 
I have heard these petitions most urgently among Guild members who recognize that responsible forestry and 
stewardship amounts to acknowledging the limits of right-doing in a world where what one should do doesn't 
map neatly onto what one can do, and of trying anyway.  
 
In a profession where benefit and harm coexist, where the call and the consequence is often left for foresters to 
shoulder and proceed, the Guild provides a home for those practiced or needing practice in the kind of ethical 
philosophical inquiry that a flourishing world requires. Aldo Leopold enlarged our cultural understanding of 
value and worth beyond harvest and yield, towards cherishing the bonds by which the whole system, human 
and non-human, coheres. In so doing he made forestry and a new definition of conservation a moral concern. 
Yet in the years since, questions concerning forest utility, necessity and value remain. 
 
I would welcome an opportunity to serve on the Membership and Policy Council to assist and continue the 
Guild’s work of drawing students and professionals into these questions and conversations, to encourage broad 
alignment with the Guild’s Mission and Principles.   

Favorite tree on our family farm 
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Mary Stuever, Chama, NM 

Biography 
Mary Stuever is the Chama District Forester with New Mexico’s State 
Forestry Division. Prior to returning to State Forestry in the summer of 
2008, Mary spent five years working as the Rodeo-Chediski Burn Area 
Rehabilitation Coordinator for the White Mountain Apache Tribe in 
Arizona, and twelve years before that as a forestry and environmental 
education consultant. Her early career also included working with New 
Mexico State Forestry serving six years as the Timber Management Officer 
on the Bernalillo District.  
 
Mary has authored or edited nine books, including The Forester’s Log: 
Musings from the Woods, a collection of her syndicated column that ran 
for 30 years. She has a BS in Forest Management from Oklahoma State 
University, and an MS in Biology (thesis in fire ecology) from the University 
of New Mexico. She also spent a few years pursuing a PhD in Sustainability Education in Prescott College but 
has tabled that project for financial reasons.  
 
In addition to forestry work and writing, Mary’s passions include hiking (she thru-hiked on the Continental 
Divide  for five months earning 13 hours of undergraduate credit in 1981), music (guitar since 1976, drumming 
-who doesn’t drum?- and native flute since August of this year!), and hanging out at Philmont Scout Ranch in 
northern New Mexico (where she coordinates the Visiting Foresters program). 
 
Candidate Statement 
I recently paid my Guild dues because a colleague I admire asked me to run for the Membership and Policy 
Council. I am honored for the ask but humbled by the opportunity. Here is why I think my friend wants me 
here: I live and breathe forestry. I believe forestry involves applying a deep love of forest – you cannot separate 
forests from communities, land from people, heart from wisdom. 
 
I have been in forestry for over 40 years. I have written and taught about Southwest forest plant associations for 
ecologically based forest management. I have spent millions of dollars of your hard-earned tax funds on post-
fire burn response. I have created and collaborated on many public outreach programs, in fact, I’m passionate 
about sharing forestry with the public and especially young people.  
Although my involvement in the Forest Stewards Guild has been intermittent, I have been actively engaged in 
the Society of American Foresters and the Association of Fire Ecologists. I was a General Co-Chair of the 2017 
SAF National Convention, I have held offices at various levels most of my career, and I have served on several 
national committees. I am a Certified Forester, and I became an SAF Fellow in 2003. Currently I am helping 
plan the 2022 (probably) Women’s Forest Congress. 
 
I am essentially “new blood” for the Guild. I also have firsthand experience understanding why some 
ecologically based foresters like myself have not yet joined the Guild or are not active. Therefore, I am seeking 
this opportunity to serve on this council. 

Narrowleaf cottonwood 
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