
Best management practices (BMPs) are

practices that work to protect water quality

and promote soil conservation during

forestry activities. Additional to the

generalized BMPs, recommendations often

exist specifically for forestry practices

within wetlands. The development of

voluntary BMPs and their implementation at

the local level are imperative to conserve

and restore wetland forests. For the sake of

convenience, most states provide BMP

manuals to their foresters detailing

recommendations for forestry operations.

The scope of BMP manuals varies widely

from state to state.

WHAT ARE BMPS?

BACKGROUND
Wetlands are transitional landscapes between terrestrial

and aquatic systems and are inundated with water all

year or for varying periods of time during the year.

There are several US agencies responsible for

monitoring the regulations in place to protect the

management of wetlands and wetland forests. While

the conservation and restoration of wetland forests is a

priority in the US, they are sensitive areas of

environmental concern that have experienced dramatic

losses in the last century. The fragility of wetlands

requires thoughtful planning prior to management

projects.

 

To better protect forest resources during forest

management activities, federal agencies created best

management practices for practitioners to follow.

Additionally, individual states have created their own

non-regulatory best management practice guidelines for

forestry.
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In this report, we reviewed the BMP manuals and their

recommendations for operating in wetlands for the

following southern states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,

Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri,

North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,

Virginia, and West Virginia.
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The implementation of BMPs is improving.

With the increased proper implementation of

BMPs, the potential negative impacts of forestry

operations are reduced. Educating foresters,

landowners, and forest operators in BMPs for

operating in wetlands is crucial to guaranteeing

their implementation. Having robust BMPs will

ensure the long-term conservation and

restoration of wetlands and wetland forests.

Thus, it is important for states to regularly

update their BMP manuals, educate foresters,

loggers, and landowners, and monitor BMP

implementation rates.

 

Currently at the Forest Stewards 

Guild, we are working to coordinate 

the collaborative process of 

creating a policy strategy to better 

wetland forest conservation and 

management in Georgia. This 

review will help inform our work 

on drafting policy recommendations 

on whether to, and how to, improve 

Georgia’s forestry BMP guidelines in the

context of wetland forests; and build a policy 

strategy to create a state-level incentive program

for wetland forest conservation.

WHAT'S NEXT?

CURRENT STATUS
Overall, the majority of state BMP manuals have recommendations for forest management activities within

wetlands. Some are more comprehensive than others, and all have room for improvement. Florida, Missouri,

and Texas are arguably the most detailed when it comes to BMPs in wetlands. They include information for

operations, harvesting, site preparation, and restoration activities. Arkansas and West Virginia do not have

specific BMPs for management activities in wetlands; both these states group their recommendations into

streamside management zone guidelines.
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For more information and to read the report visit:
foreststewardsguild.org/research-and-management-publications/


